
A playground designed
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For8et about see-saws and
monkey bars. A new park in
X{cl'arland has been blilt with
equlpm€nt meanl to exercise
drildren's imaginalions.

Ulifh f€atur€s such as a
"se sory table" an elev ed
sard box that can be filled
rvith difttrcnt tactile mat€ri-
als such as pin€ cones or pea
$avel - and a speciai garder
io attract blrtterflies, the Mc'
Fadand Discovery carden is
made to appeal to the s€nses.
said Jennifer Heaton'Amrhe'
in, president ofthe Friends of
McFarland Parks, ihe aroup
that organized the parkk con-

Even part of the fence sur-
roundin8 the pa rk is in on the
act. Brlilt with varying lengths
of mctal pipc, it ,:an be used
like a sctofchirn.s ro produce

sourds and simplc songs
On .r hot d4!. recentlv, the

loudcst sounds in the Park
caure from a rearby con-
struction site. But even then.
a few children were Ptaying
on the parkls traiFshaped
lungr€ gl'm.

,\bout once a wee\ li]Ic'
Fa and resident Katie Burrs
brings her l.!'earold son,
Br€tt, lo the Park, where he
lovcs diSging in the sensory
table and climbing or ihe
junsle sJnl.

Sensory or discovery Parks
have been gaining Popularit}
ir the Midwest. The Mclar
lard park snich opened
in Octob€r but celebrated its
grand opening last month -
is located ne$ to the villaget
[.D. Locke Libr,]ry.

"We wanted lo link lhe
park ro the library and to
extend the idea of learningl'
sald Heaton'Amrhern.

P ayground equipmentatthe new Discovery Garden, such as thisjungl€ gym shaped like atrain, is in-
tended to engage children s senses.



lhe park includes a 8Er-
den fflled with flowers that
attract butterflies, a reading
sarden and a smal state b€-
cause "we thought librarians
could read a story in the Bar-
den and then kids could act
it out on the stage."

The cornmunity was in-
volved ftom th€ besinnins,
offering suggestions to the
architects on what the park
should include. Volunteers,
som€ of them as young as 4
years old, built the park.

"The kids toved it" said
Fiends of McFarland Parks
'vice president Julie Connor.
"Wo*ins on the park was
a Sxeat family activity, and
we had quite a f€w kids who
were down therc working for

E. D. Locke libmrialls have
also received feedback about
the parlq which hat turned
the library into €ven mor€ of
a local destination,

"I think it's great b€cause
if the kids are feeling a litile
too energetic, ith right out
there and they can expend
some of that exub€mnce,"
said Geri Cupery youth ser-
vices librarian.

The McFarland Discovery
Gard€n is open seYen days a
week and is located at 5920
Milwauke€ St. in centra.l Mc-
Farland.

New'sensory park'focuses on active imaginatir

lqlie Eabcock,6, afld Vincent Bakock,2, play on ajungle glm in McFarlandt Discovery Garden; what is known asa senjofy or dis(


